
 

Kids Community Murals, ages 5-7, 8-11 and 5-51 

Positive Graffiti in a Pandemic 
Summer 2020 will always be remembered for the onset of the coronavirus pandemic. Here in Skagway, the 
summer of 2020 will also be remembered for our remarkable community that persevered with positivity through 
the uncertainty of the virus and the economic effects. One of the brightest lights was the community art project at 
the Rec Center ice rink. With freshly painted plywood around our skate rink the idea for community art was born 
and funded 100% by our local municipality!  

To kick off the spirit of community art, we designed three children’s murals, ages 5-7, 8-11 and what ended up 
being a multi-age 5-51 mural. All artists were given minimal instructions to interpret in their own way. We are so 
grateful to all our young artists that came out and spent their time helping us put these murals together. We are 
very pleased how they all turned out. 

The next program was a community wide project. All community members that wished to enter put in a sketch 
and an idea to the Rec Center Board and the chosen artists were given a canvas of white plywood with which to 
fulfill their creative energies.  

Towards the end of the summer, we took photos of the 
artists with their murals and asked them questions 
about their process and their paintings, here was their 
feedback: 

 

 

Yakutania Sighting by Courtenay 
Birdsall Clifford 

My mural is a celebration of Skagway’s natural 
beauty and the special moments that come from 
venturing out into it, like witnessing a whale pass 
by. With extra time for such venturing this summer, 
I have been especially thankful for the rejuvenation 
of a good hike and the wildlife sightings I have had 
along the way.  

This was my first mural and as a watercolor artist 
the large scale was new, but it was working at the 
mercy of the elements that proved the most 
challenging.  

Despite some errant rain drops and gusty winds, I 
fully enjoyed the 70 hours I spent at work in the 
rink and the camaraderie that grew amongst the 
muralists. It was great fun to watch each piece 
evolve and to see the diversity of talent in our 
community. 



The Alaskan Summer Mountains by Aidric Solfisburg, 7 

What inspired you or gave you the idea for your mural? 

A picture I drew for my friend 

What did you like most about this project? 

Painting the multi-colored waves 

 Is there anything you would do differently next time? 

I would add a river  

 Have you ever painted anything this big before? 

No 

 

Social Distancing--Otter Style! By Linda Chase 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Neon Mountain by Rebecca Hollander 

 

It was challenging to design the mural 
because I work mostly with glass and I 
had never produced a work so large. 
The hard part was creating the correct 
scale and proportion. I wanted to 
paint otters because they make 
people smile and we all need more of 
that! I thought kids would like it.  

It was a really good experience! Loved 
working around the other artists and 
seeing each mural develop! 



Beauty Beneath Our Feet by Annyssa Franks 

As Covid-19 impacted the accustomed 
order of my year, I was forced to slow down 
and, in that process, began to take notice of 
the beauty blooming all around me. I spent 
a good portion of Spring learning and 
identifying our native species and was 
overwhelmed with the diversity right 
outside our doors. This piece is a 
celebration of that diversity and curiosity, 
with which I hope to educate and inspire 
locals and visitors alike to seek.  

This piece was quite the undertaking, and definitely a first. I learned a lot about myself and what drives 
me during the 265 hours it took to complete. Outdoor painting in Southeast AK is not for the faint of 
heart, and adaptability is crucial.  

Peace in Connection by Brooke Jasky-Zuber 

The whole point of the painting was to inspire peaceful reflection. With so much turbulence around us and the 
greater political scene aimed to divide us I wanted to portray a message of calm, peace, and connection that is 
available to all of us. It is as simple as being still and letting go.  

The most difficult part of this painting for me was designing it for the dimensions. I am used to doing square and 
vertical paintings that are a bit smaller. I also really enjoyed having new dimensions to play with. 

The inspiration came from my desire to cultivate peace. I designed it to remind us/me to nourish our foundation 
(root chakra- thus the red hearts) of physical stability, health, harmonious home,  and well-being and let that 
foundation give us strength to bring stability to all aspects of our being so we can ultimately experience clarity, 
peace and connection, and bring that gift to our community and world in a time of uncertainty. The trees 
symbolize our energy body, rooted firmly to the ground reaching to the sky; connected to all life force, the roots 
tapped into the same life-giving waters, the crowns connected in tranquil expansion.  

 

 



   

Love is All Around by Atlin Ryan, 10 

I have never painted anything this big before.  It was 
really hard to draw the arrows but painting it all was 
really fun. What I learned is that never think you can’t do 
something, if you try hard you can do it.  

 

 

The Hydrant by Benjamin Burnham 

I was inspired by simplicity. With all this crazy 
stuff going on, some simplicity would do fine, so 
I chose a simple object. The hardest part was 
starting the outline of the hydrant and trying to 
make it symmetrical. Again, probably the 
simplistic view. It is easily recognized as a fire 
hydrant. I would change the color of the hydrant 
to a darker red and the lowest layer of the grass. 
No, this is the largest thing I have ever painted.  

 
Braille By Melinda, Gloria, Maruthi, Sam, Justin, Summer, and Elijah Munson with Madison 

Ewald 
 
Skagway has a handful of individuals who are 
blind, two of whom are my children. This 
was a unique opportunity to share the 
concept of braille with the municipality, and 
to allow my children, most of whom have 
severe special needs, to participate in a 
major community endeavor. 
  
I did not have a problem sketching out the 
mural, but when it came to painting, it was a 
disaster. I asked Madison to do what I could 
not, and she did it beautifully. Each of the 
Munson kids added a border, representing 
their favorite parts of Skagway. 
  
This was both a delightful and stressful 
experience. The kids love to run to the 
recreation center and revisit their artwork. 
Let me know when you decode the message. 

 



Raven Steals the Light by Lybbie Brown 
This painting is my own interpretation of the Tlingit tale 
of Raven stealing the light back and bringing it out into 
the world. The houses get brighter as Raven passes over, 
finally bringing the sunrise to the far right of the 
painting. 

This mural is dedicated to the town of Skagway and the 
Tlingit community. 

The hardest part of doing this mural was remembering 
how to blend outdoor paint! It is so hard. 

I loved doing this piece because it is more expressive 
than I am used to, with big broad-brush strokes and a 
clear line of motion. I am used to fine detail and it was a 
relief to work BIG. 

There is nothing I would do differently; I had a ton of fun painting this. Maybe bring more bug spray. 

I used to do large murals, so I have worked big before, but it has 
been several years, so it was very cathartic to do a large outdoor 
piece. 

 Endless Summer by Jasmine Flew Held 

Summer is hands down my favourite time of year- I never want it to 
end! I am in love with the colourful energy of Alaskan Summers, 
drawing inspiration from the joy blooming that fireweed and bees 
bring.   

I have painted several large-scale paintings throughout my life, the 
biggest being 6 x 33ft. I am thankful I have parents who fostered my 
creativity early on, allowing me to paint murals throughout our 
family home from the age of 12.  

  

 

The Water is Watching Me Think About 
You by Tessa Franz Healy 

Have you ever painted anything this big before? 
In college, most of my senior project was 
painting.  I have not painted anything quite this big 
in one go, but I had a few pieces that were fairly 
close!  I never had to battle the elements to paint 
them, though! 

What did you like most about this project? 
Doing this project was a great catalyst to getting my paint brushes back out!  It has been far too long since I have 
taken the time to paint, and I am excited to dive back in again! 



 

 

Designed by Adalia Deach, 
painted by Adalia, Callia 

Fielding and friends 

What inspired you or gave you the 
idea for your mural? 
I was recently a part of a nuclear 
disarmament art project and it was 
themed a lot around Japan, so I had lots 
of ideas centered around Japanese 

culture that I didn't get to use as part of the installation, one of them being koi fish.  
What was the hardest part of doing the mural? 
The hardest part for me was making the lines clean and nice. I'm not used to doing simple art like this on such a 
large scale, and so making it look neat and organized was super difficult. I'm a lot better at messy and detailed 
painting.  
 What did you like most about this project? 
I really liked getting to work with all my friends together to create something cool. Designing it digitally was also 
lots of fun - I got to turn my sketch into a finished piece of art, which was exciting.  
 Is there anything you would do differently next time? 
I wish I had done something more detailed. It's a lot harder than it looks to do a simple painting like that, especially 
when you're used to realism and a lot messier style of painting. Most of my art is very realistic, and so making the 
colors solid and clean was really, really hard for me. I am also very new to paints, and I usually sketch with pen and 
pencil. 
 Have you ever painted anything this big before? 
No! It was tons of fun though, and it is really cool to step back and admire it from afar.  

Kandinsky Revival by Steve Colley 

What inspired you or gave you the idea for your mural? 
I taught High School Art for eighteen years. One of my favorite 
projects was where we studied color theory culminating in a 
project that was a painting inspired by Wassily Kandinsky’s 
Colorful Circles in Squares. I chose my own interpretation for this 
mural. I thought it would be happy and colorful yet not trapped 
by a message. 
Is this mural in dedication to anyone? Why? 
Wassily Kandinsky who was a wonderful abstract painter and art 
teacher credited with being the pioneer of abstract art.  
 What was the hardest part of doing the mural? 

Estimating the amount of paint needed. I purchased more than twice the amount needed! Now I have lots of 
acrylic paint for more paintings. Some will be abstract in nature and some landscapes of this beautiful place. 
What did you like most about this project? 
The part I liked most was actually executing the painting, applying the paint is often trying and sometimes less than 
rewarding. This was mostly a joy. Mixing the paint on the 4x8 plywood was most satisfying.  



Grow in Skagway by Jessica Callies 

The mural was (clearly) inspired by all the ways 
you can grow and all the things that do grow in 
Skagway. The obvious is the plants, vegetables, 
and flowers. The implied is the spiritual and 
emotional growth many experience while 
residing in Skagway. It is an extraordinarily 
unique town that has certainly opened my mind 
and my heart in many ways.  
The hardest part was sitting on the ground. My 
back did not like that!  

 
My favorite part was getting to be involved and included in such a beautiful project with other artists I admire.  
I have done many other large-scale projects, so I knew what I was in for!  
What a lovely project. I am honored to be a part of it. 

 

Skagway Blooms by Adriane, Avelyn, 5 and Finnley, 7 

What inspired you or gave you the idea for your mural? 
We had several ideas before settling on our 
sunflowers. I realized Finnley, Avelyn and I, all 
have multiple sunflower sketches and watercolors, 
so this was an object we could come together on. 
All three are different. I liked this idea of having 
three unique sunflowers and bringing them 
together in one painting. Our different styles and 
abilities along with our love of sunflowers were 
our inspiration. 

 Is this mural in dedication to anyone? Why? 
Dedicating this to each family in Skagway. We 
celebrate your differences. Let these cheerful 
flowers bring you light. 

 What did you like most about this project? 
The girls designed their flowers, but I did most of the painting. I became very familiar with each of their little 
designs. I found myself connecting their personalities to their flowers. Finnley has such an open and bright heart, 
she cares for everyone. Avelyn is tiny, sometimes fragile, but determined and clever. I wanted my flower to be like 
the sun, hopefully, nurturing their flowers to grow in love. This was what I liked most, daydreaming while painting 
and thinking of all these connections.  

Thank you so very much for this opportunity! We went out of our comfort zone and are so happy with the finished 
painting! 

 

 



 

Garden Party in Bird 
Town by Donna Griffard 

and Tina Cyr 

While parts of our mural were 
preplanned and inspired by past 
art we have done, many features 
were also added during the 
painting process. When not 
working on the panel, we hiked 

areas surrounding Skagway and observed colorful mushrooms, birds flitting about and other small life 
forms on the trails.  Many of those things lodged in our minds, came back with us and ended up 
captured as new parts of the mural.  
 Painting is meditative and throughout the process we found our minds drifting and shared many 
memories with each other.  A simple walk around the mural space, visiting with other artists that were 
simultaneously creating, frequently brought changes in color or inspiration to our own work. Mostly it 
was just plain fun, and it was truly hard to know when to stop-like the addition of bugs toward the end, 
because what outdoor party is complete without ants?   
 

If you haven’t already admired the skate rink, we hope you will soon, there is a lot of heart and soul in the art and 
the project itself, is a positive and colorful testament to how uncertainty can be used to cultivate community. We 
greatly thank all the artists that contributed to beautifying this outdoor space and dedicate this beauty to all that 
live, travel and visit here.  


